
MMAAKKEE  AA  BBLLOOCCKK

Create a simple block out of anything that will make a mark. Look around, allow your imagination to
soar. Cross sections of fruit and vegetable produce wonderful images. Found objects from both home

and nature are always surprising. Sponges, seashells, bark, leaves, toys, bolts, bottle caps, potato mashers,
are just a few ideas.

Create textural prints by making blocks with a raised surface. Glue materials like burlap, dish scrub-
bers, heavy twine or foam onto a base block of wood or plexiglass.

Loose, non-graphic prints can be made with simple relief blocks made out of styrofoam or foam. Just
melt away unwanted areas of the styrofoam with the tip of a hot glue gun (without the glue).

Bold patterns can be achieved using a simple carved block made out of a cut potato, eraser or dense
foam. Carve away the negative space with a knife.

Intricate images and fine detail prints can be created with blocks made out of linoleum or a material
that we at Maiwa call ‘softoleum’. First trace your design onto tracing paper using a soft lead pencil. Flip
this drawing over and rub the marks onto the carving material. The transferred image will be appropriate-
ly backward. Carve away the areas you don’t want to print with sharp 'lino' carving tools.

BLOCK PRINTING
textiles and paper

On ancient cave walls we can see the first examples of printing. Using earth 
pigments and a hand, Paleolithic man began reproducing their own hand prints
and other simple images. This immediate and dynamic transferral of design is
still used today in block printing. From basic potato prints to fine wood blocks
our modern imaginations are inspired. 
Over the centuries, block printing developed into a universal method of 
decorating textiles and paper, and around the globe we can find it’s unique
traditions. For instance, in India during the first millennia a unique method of
block printing on textiles with wood blocks and natural dyes was developed.
The intricate patterns and dye recipes were passed down from generation to 
generation and continue to be used today.   
Block printing remains presently an artistic and efficient means of applying
design and repeating patterns on textiles and paper. Quicker and faster 
methods of printing have also been developed but the expression and heritage of
a hand worked block print is not easily reproduced with machinery.
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PPRRIINNTTIINNGG  OONN  CCLLOOTTHH  AANNDD  PPAAPPEERR

Block printing can be done on many different surfaces: textiles, paper, walls, furniture, tiles,
ceramics, wood, etc. It is important to choose the appropriate printing medium for the surface
you have chosen. When printing on cloth it is possible to use fabric paint, thickened dyes and
thickened discharge paste (follow the applicable thickening and setting instructions for each
medium). Acrylic paint is a good choice for paper.  It can also be an option when printing on
untreated wood, terra cotta and surfaces such as walls painted with water
soluble paint. Please note that it is sometimes necessary to protect these 
latter prints with a coat of varnish.

HHOOWW  TTOO  PPRRIINNTT

Prepare the table by fixing a cushioning material to it. 
A folded towel or large piece of neoprene works well.

For a clear sharp edged images, smoothly fill a sponge roller with paint. Roll paint gently over
the surface of the block. Take care not to squish paint into fine intricate lines, this causes blurred
details. Position the block on the fabric or paper and firmly stamp the block. Soft blocks like soft-
oleum need to have pressure applied with fingers to all areas of the block. Hard blocks like wood
sometimes work well with a slight bang of a fist in the centre.

A rugged uneven print can be produced by stamping a block directly into paint on a tray, this
colour can then be transferred to the fabric or paper. This technique works well with simple, bold
blocks. TIP:

Let your first 
layers dry before 
printing on top of

them. This will give
you strong 

clear colours.

IINNDDIIAANN  WWOOOODDEENN  BBLLOOCCKKSS

These incredibly intricate hand carved works of art are a joy to print with. Near perfection in carving and
design makes printing repeats and complicated overlays easy.  Each block will carry its own clues for 
registration so intimate knowledge and practice with each block will lead you to successful printing.

A border block will repeat horizontally and a body block will repeat both horizontally and vertically.
Look for registration indicators carved into the block to help you repeat accurately. A registration mark
could be a half leaf, portion of a figure or just an open space that might fit an obvious part of the design.

Overlaying block sets are used to create multicoloured prints with precise outlines. Each block is used for
a different colour and the most intricate block is the outline. For good registration try printing with the
most intricate block first, using a colour similar to what you are printing on. This camouflaged print will
serve as registration lines for you to fit in the other block colours easily, then print again the most intri-
cate block with a contrasting colour outlining the other colors and covering up your first print.

HEAD OFFICE & STORE #6 - 1666 Johnston St., Granville Island; Vancouver, B.C. V6H 3S2; 
Phone (604) 669 - 3939; Fax (604) 669 - 0609; Web http;//www.maiwa.com; E- mail   maiwa@maiwa.com 

See the various Maiwa Handprints data sheets for
information on thickening and setting dyes, setting
fabric paint and creating discharging pastes and
resists for block printing. 

TIP:
Apply more

than one colour to
your block to

achieve
blended colour 

prints.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


