- shinshi poles) are all possible frames for stretchingsﬂk e

, : orﬁnished garments are difﬂcuit to paint——itis much Y )

) WHEN HA,NDPAINTING SILK ‘AND" OTH'ER FINE FABRICS ’

nuring painting the si]k must be ﬁslly suspended so it does not touch any surface
’I‘his requiros the use ofa frame For’ some techniques the silk is easter to work on if it
is very taut and for other’ techniques the silk may be looser A frame may be constmeted
in many diﬁ'erent Ways.. An old wboden picture frame artists siretehe}' bars. an
embroiduy hoop a batik frame. an adjustahle frame or bamboo fabric stretchers (called

¢

The choice of frame will larggly depend on the size of :
‘the silk you will be painting The advantage of adjdstable
ﬁ'ames is that several sizes of sﬂk cart be done on one s =
frame Pieces which have already been cut and shaped ' ( i - @ ;

easier towork‘with an oblong or sdua;re piece of siik

'

ConstructingAFrame R ;' o
-Note: Choose a wood that is soft enough to allow pins ™~ . "~
. tobe hedmtottandstrongenoughnottouuwt { .
'whilethesilkisslretehed. e -

(SN

Chotee#l, . - o X
_This'ts an easy way to make a solid wood ﬁamc o
- First, using wood with a cross section of appro)drnately :

2 ¢mx 4 cm, cuta square cube from each end
Lay the pieces of wood in a square they should be ﬂush on top

Put glue on the sawn ends and hold witha clamp.. . .
 If the pleces of wood are longer than 46 cm (18 inchieg)
you will need ta reinforce the glued ends R
’ ‘wlthanailorscrew C, 0 e
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Cholce #2 . '

This frame has slots sawn out On each strip of
wood to make the frame adjustable. No glueing ¢ or

. - nailing 1§ required. Just fit the slots together and -

then ‘stretch the silk. This type of frame is not as
stable as the solid frame but aJlows for slze
variations :

Lhoices #3 and #4

“These two adjustable frames can be‘made from
wood with holes and/or slots and wing nuts.
Sometimes metal shelving material can be found .
at hardware stores with holes or slots and this

. can. also be used, It Eelps to purchase rubber

" protective caps for the wing nuts to raise the
frame and hold it steady on a table, This type of

screen is very easy to construct, however the silk

is not stretched on one level. .

~Choices #5, #6, and #7 ‘ - ‘
~These three screens are constructed from wood .

and different joints available at hardware stores.
_#5 uses wing nuts bolted through slots on the
- side. The frarme Is altered by tightening or -
loosening the wing nut. #6 joins the four sides

-+ with metal corners fixed with screws. #7 Joins the ‘

four pieces with metal guides ﬂxed with su'ews
Choice #8

This method of strétching sﬂk uses the Japanese ‘

bamboo fabric stretchers.calléd shinshi poles, «
These are available at Maiwa Handprints in

several sizes. The poles are thin, very flexible, and

have tiny pins at either end. They are stretched

across the bias of a square piece of silk or may be .

“used from selvage to selvage on long pieces.

" This method 1s very fast and allows for many ~
variations in silk sizes hut the silk will not be as

tight as with a-framé

. _Attaching the Silk

. silk can be pinned directly into the frame. If this
" method is going to be used the frame should be

varnished well so that dye can be wiped off. Any
type of push_pin may be used but ‘the best kind
are the three prong pins as they distribute the
tension and lessen the chance of the silk tearing.

When stretching the silk in the _frame. first fasten

" the four corners, then secure each side. The pins

should not be placed directly opposite each other -
~ but staggered. This prevents strctchlng lines and *

keeps the silk ﬂatter o y
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STEAMING SMALL PIECES

o pms . This method is good for

- 1. Lay dry silk on newsptint. -

f‘ ‘
D, a 4
——

- Wrong Way -

A

comes into contatt with
another part.

| — f_ ’ + ' 3. Secure the paper with tape
| 4. Line the base and sides ofa’
___I "~ “metal vegetable steamer with
- Jr_ a thick Tayer of newsprint. -
. {This prevents condensation form

¥
1] er 1 “2 Rollupsonopartofthesllk
| '»;Hj al

~Or O~

* Right Way

.=

and dripping ohto the burtdle of silk).
~ Abamboo steamer may be
> used and this does not require

>

g
—r— 4

linlng with newsprlnt

Silk may also be stretched ontoa frame using: -5 Place the rolls of silk in a

. tape or elastic bands and pins (illustration A).
* This method allows for greater flexibility of silk -
. -size and also keeps the dye from getting onto the.
 frame. Place push pins along the sides of the ’

. spiral shape in the steamer.

.- on top of the steamer.

 frame. Wrap an elastic band around each push 7v Place steamer on top of a DOt
pin and attach it to.the silk with a strajght pin. . . of boiling water. Steam for the
Another way is to pin masking tape to the edge ~ duration required for thedye
of the silk and attach it o the- frame. ' ‘used. Make sure the water is
always boiling and the steam
is hot. :

: \ ‘illustration'A

> AT

STEAMING | - N

Many fabric dyes require steam fixing to make - ¢ C ]
them colorfast. Ideally, for consistent resuilts, this
should be done in a steamer. Dyes can be set with

~ a steam iron or with a chemical fixative, however
steaming brings out the colors more beautifully
and vividly than any other method.

op e s AR &y ""‘. T
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8. Unroll silk immediately after
taking out of steamer. Allow
to cool and then rinse
according to dye directions

Steaming continued

‘e

. ‘steaming pieces up to twd square -

' ‘ * dfb - meters or yards.

_6. Place a thick layer of newsprint

@@ @@@@@@O
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| “steaminG IARGER PIECES

than two square meters. |

‘ R )
) ok og‘;cgnvdremsl:c
ot than yout plece -
Fobvk: | your plece .

’. T

 plecan ol vl
: mmm'?fd&wnd« o

¢FRT

" 'This method is good for steanung pleces larger -

, .

: ’Secute wﬂh tlveod Sus in
- sleamer from o, plece dowiing.

- STEAMING INA MICROWAVE

',Cextaintypes ofsteaming maybedenelna" ,
~ microwave. In cases wheré the fabric ¢ can remain - §
wet throughout the stéaming process, a micro- . - §

wavelsaneasywayofﬁ:dngdyes

© -'and secure., .
, -

Y L E L e bolbage‘mn’ﬂd "“
SRR - thick fel of folded wool
: R pmofamng :

fubrlc bundk
metal urbo can
hrgeemugh luws:!:avy

of skeam th
eneugh wﬁmh onfop

’ ______...—-Mc“ghorio}dedwool
: wlremeshrock .

- : Inrge,samepon, '
e wolerlevel

. Cute holmnoue botiom,

- To steam ln a microwave yau will need a micro- -
" waveable container that is just used, for dyes. For .
‘ doing small pieces of fabric such as a sik scarf, | -
.. place the fabric into the contalner. Sprinkle dyes.
‘onto the fabric, cover with a lid, and mfCrowave -
for between 3 to 4 minutes on hlgh IR

7 For setting dyes in yamn, simply paint the dye

onto the yarn, wrap in saran wrap, and place in

' microwave for 4 to 6 minutes on high. This is the .
- . method Maiwa Handprlnts Studio uses for allour -

variegated yarn dyeing: We use the Pebeo Silkdye

“for ouy waol and silk yarn: We presoak our skeins
- in a mixture.of 50% vinegar and 50% water for

approximately oné hour, We gently squeeze the °

' .skeins out-and then handpalnt anywhere from 2-
-to 8 colors ofito them. We then prap the.skeins ' .

in saran wrap $o no two areas are touching, and -

- microwave for 6 minutes, We carefully take the
 skein'out of the saran wrap and allow them to ~

cool down, We then go through the rlnsing

, process ';r‘ :

1t 1&1mportant to remember that wlth a
" microwave fabric must never go in dry. Do not .
" use resist on fhbrlc except for-ikat (tie and dye).
- Always use contalr)ers designated just for dyeing
. rather than food containers. Always do tests as. . + £
microwéVes vaJy in power






